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/ ct'  Amen 

The  New  Revolutionary  Mood 
In  Latin  America 

Latin  America  has  produced  an  unusual  number  of  great 
revolutionaries/  The  first  social  revolution  of  modern  times 
occurred  not  in  Russia  but  in  Mexico  in  1910  and  since  that 
time  revolutionary  movements  have  appeared  frequently  on  the 
southern  continent.  But  now  something  new  is  happening.  For 
the  first  time,  the  revolutionary  mood  has  spread  across  almost 
all  of  Latin  America;  it  has  captured  large  numbers  of  peasants 
and  workers  as  well  as  of  students  and  young  people.  For  them 
it  has  meant  a radical  change  of  outlook,  a new  hope  for  the 
future  and  a total  commitment  of  life.  In  others  it  has  aroused 
fear.  This  mood  — and  the  reaction  to  it  — has  also  widened 
the  gulf  already  existing  between  old  and  young.  Right  and 
Left,  Latin  America  and  the  United  States.  What  its  ultimate 
consequences  will  be,  no  one  can  now  predict,  but  they  will 
certainly  be  far-reaching.  In  this  paper  our  aim  is  to  present 
some  background  information  which  may  be  helpful  to  North 
Americans  who  desire  to  understand  this  phenomenon  and  think 
through  what  it  may  demand  of  them. 

Peasants  and  Industrial  Workers 
Worse  Off  Than  Before 

The  major  cause  of  these  movements  has  always  been  the 
great  injustices  and  inequalities  in  Latin  American  society 
which  have  been  so  firmly  entrenched  that  there  was  little  pos- 
sibility of  easy  or  gradual  change.  It  is  only  natural  that,  in 
such  a situation,  economic  development  and  rapid  social 
change  should  lead  to  the  spread  of  enthusiasm  for  revolution. 
But  there  are  two  special  factors  which  contribute,  I believe, 
to  the  intensification  of  this  mood  at  the  present  time.  The 

1)  See  the  recent  book  by  Robert  Alexander,  Prophets  of  the 
Revolution:  Profiles  of  Latin  American  Leaders.  Macmillan, 

New  York,  1962. 
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first  is  the  discovery  that  economic  development  does  not 
necessarily  better  the  lot  of  the  masses  or  create  a more  just 
society.  It  is  not  easy  for  us  to  understand  what  this  implies. 
The  structural  changes  which  took  place  in  our  own  society, 
especially  in  the  Roosevelt  era,  have  made  it  possible  for  us 
to  identify  economic  growth  with  the  improvement  of  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  and  have  led  us  to  assume  that  in  Asia,  Africa 
and  Latin  America  the  important  thing  is  the  rapidity  of  eco- 
nomic development.  In  some  instances  our  hopes  have  been 
confirmed,  and  industrial  development  has  bettered  the  lot  of 
the  masses  and  strengthened  those  forces  working  for  gradual 
change.  In  Latin  America,  something  quite  different  has 
happened.  There  a semi-feudal  order  of  privilege  has  existed 
for  centuries.  As  a result,  a very  small  number  of  families 
have  great  wealth  and  almost  complete  economic  and  political 
power.  The  masses,  on  the  other  hand,  live  in  the  most  abject 
poverty  and  have  practically  no  participation  in  national  life. 
Recent  economic  development  has  not  changed  the  basic  struc- 
tures of  this  society.  As  Dr.  Cel  so  Furtado,  a well-known 
Brazilian  economist,  now  Minister  of  Development,  declared 
recently:  “this  process  has  brought  sudden  wealth  to  a small 
number  of  people;  it  has  changed  very  little  the  lot  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  population.  In  fact,  the  peasants  and  industrial 
workers  are  worse  off  now  than  they  were  before  in  relation  to 
other  classes  in  society.” 

This  same  process  of  economic  development,  however,  has 
shaken  the  foundations  of  the  old  order.  Industry  has  brought 
large  numbers  of  peasants  into  the  large  cities  where  they  are 
almost  totally  insecure,  but  where  they  have  come  to  hope  for 
a better  economic  life  and  for  some  participation  in  community 
and  nation.  Workers  and  peasants  not  only  are  aware  of  the 
Injustice  under  which  they  suffer  but  also  realize  that  they  can 
and  must  do  something  about  it.  For  them  as  for  many  of  the 
younger  generation  of  the  more  privileged  classes,  the  next  in- 
dispensable step  toward  a new  and  better  society  consists  in 
radical  change  in  the  structures  of  this  society,  reformas  de 
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base,  to  use  the  term  now  current  in  Brazil.  This  means  land 
reform,  a system  of  taxation  which  will  be  based  upon  the  abil- 
ity to  pay,  a new  fiscal  policy  of  government  and  banks  which 
will  help  the  small  farmer  and  the  common  man,  control  of 
speculation  in  land  and  real  estate,  the  reform  of  political  in- 
stitutions, new  opportunities  for  education  for  the  masses, 
university  reform,  etc.  As  such  basic  changes  have  not  yet 
come  to  any  significant  degree  and  there  is  little  hope  that  the 
ruling  classes  will  act  quickly  to  bring  them  about,  the  revolu- 
tionary mood  spreads,  pressures  for  change  become  acute  and 
a wide  variety  of  movements  develop  which  work  for  such 
changes.  In  some  countries  this  mood  is  latent,  in  others  it  is 
developing  gradually.  In  Brazil,  it  has  become  the  passion  of 
large  numbers  of  people,  especially  in  those  sections  of  the 
country  where  the  problems  are  most  acute. 

The  second  factor  is  the  growing  national  self-conscious- 
ness. In  Latin  America,  as  in  Asia  and  Africa,  nationalism 
has  become  one  of  the  most  important  and  potentially  creative 
forces  in  national  development.  It  represents  an  ideal  which 
inspires  great  effort  for  a common  cause  and  unites  people  in 
a community  transcending  regional,  economic  and  racial  group- 
ings. No  matter  how  great  the  dangers  latent  in  all  nationalism, 
we  must  not  overlook  this  fact.  As  a recent  European  report 
states,  this  nationalism  “very  often  resembles  the  constructive 
features  of  the  pioneering  patriotism  by  means  of  which  the 
American  continent  was  developed.”^ 

New  Nationalism  Demands  Change 
in  U.S.  Relationship 

In  Latin  America,  such  nationalism  plays  an  even  more  im- 
portant role  at  the  present  time  by  making  it  possible  for  people 
who  have  traditionally  looked  to  other  continents  and  borrowed 
from  them  to  now  discover  their  authentic  existence  as  a 

2)  Odense  Statement  on  "The  Specific  European  Responsibilities 

in  Relation  to  Africa  and  Asia.” 
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people  In  relation  to  their  own  cultural  heritage  and  to  the  con- 
ditions of  life  where  they  are.  As  Professor  Mauricio  Lopez 
has  written  recently; 

Our  continent  has  been  formed  by  tidal  deposit;  we 
have  lived  by  borrowing,  using  very  little  that  was 
genuinely  our  own.  The  pendulum  of  our  culture  has 
swung  back  and  forth  between  native  springs  and 
European  scales  of  value.  We  are  issued  from  the 
union  of  a petrified  indigenous  civilization  with  a 
Hispanicism  on  its  way  out.  Later  come  the  French 
version  of  liberalism  which  nurtured  the  mentality 
of  our  select  minorities  but  never  really  reached  the 
pjeople.  We  ore  now  moving  along  in  search  of  a 
humanism  that  con  draw  on  both  old  and  new  forces 
— a humanism  that,  subjecting  both  reason  and  feel- 
ing to  its  discipline,  extends  the  fusion  of  blood 
that  we  already  hove  to  a fusion  of  souls.  ’ 

This  new  spirit  has  provided  the  dynamic  and  orientation  for 
exciting  new  developments  in  art,  music  and  literature"*  as 
well  as  a concern  for  the  realidade  brasileira,  the  concrete 
social,  economic  and  political  situation  in  the  context  of 
which  adequate  solutions  must  be  worked  out. 


This  new  nationalism  as  in  Asia,  and  Africa,  is  also 
strongly  anti-colonial,  and  the  United  States  is  seen  as  the 
colonial  power.  The  reaction  against  our  overwhelming  eco- 
nomic and  political  power  in  Latin  America  is  becoming  more 
and  more  widespread  and  clearly  defined.  In  a study  by  Pro- 

3)  "The  University  and  Christian  Witness  in  the  Latin  American 
Setting,^'  Federation  News,  Nov.  1962,  p.  23-24. 

4)  See,  for  example,  the  November,  1962,  number  of  Show  Magazine 
on  "South  America:  The  Quiet  Revolution:  Survey  of  a Teeming 
Cultural  Frontier." 
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fessor  E.  de  Vries,  Man  in  Rapid  Social  Change,^  the  author  de- 
scribes the  attitude  of  Asians  and  Africans  on  this  question, 
which  is  very  similar  to  that  which  we  now  find  in  Latin 
America: 

By  abusing  their  military  superiority  and  spurred  on 
by  the  greed  of  their  industrialists  for  cheap  raw 
materials  and  markets  for  their  mass  products, 

European  governments  hove  drawn  the  independent 
people  of  Asia  and  Africa  into  their  orbit,  exploit- 
ing them  economically,  frustrating  their  indigenous 
economic  growth  and  national  life,  denying  them 
the  natural  right  of  self-determination,  attacking 
their  culture  and  exposing  them  to  the  evils  of  so- 
called  western  civilization,  (p.  27) 

Professor  de  Vries  adds  that  neither  this  picture  nor  the  com- 
mon attitude  toward  colonialism  in  the  West  corresponds  to 
reality.  We  as  North  Americans  resent  being  put  in  this  class, 
but  we  will  hardly  understand  what  is  happening  in  South 
America  until  we  realize  that  such  an  attitude  towm'd  us  is 
very  common.  The  new  nationalism  is  demanding  a radical 
change  in  the  relationships  existing  between  the  United  States 
and  these  countries,  and  this  constitutes  a major  ingredient  of 
the  revolutionary  mood. 

This  mood  has  become  such  a decisive  factor  in  Latin 
America  today  because  it  is  accompanied  with  a deep  sense 
of  commitment  to  action  which  would  change  the  structures  of 
society  as  quickly  as  possible.  This  represents  an  almost 
total  change  in  the  attitude  of  peasants  and  industrial 
workers.  For  centuries  these  people  were  fatalists.  Their 
situation  was  desperate  but  they  could  no  nothing  about  it. 

Now,  they  are  convinced  that  they  can  organize  and  act  to 
change  their  lot,  and  they  must  do  so  because  no  one  else  will 
do  it  for  them.  The  more  desperate  their  situation,  the  higher 

5)  SCM  Press,  London,  1961. 
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the  price  they  will  be  willing  to  pay  to  change  it,  for  their 
children  if  not  for  themselves.  Thus  the  peasant  who,  until 
recently,  was  willing  to  sacrifice  everything  to  try  to  send  one 
of  his  sons  to  school,  may  now  decide  that  his  hope  lies  in 
joining  a peasant  league;  a new  political  consciousness  is 
growing  in  the  villages  as  well  as  in  the  slums,  and  all  sorts 
of  organizations  to  express  this  will  to  action  are  springing  up 
not  only  in  Brazil  but  elsewhere. 

Among  students  and  youth  of  the  more  privileged  classes, 
this  commitment  to  revplution  is  even  more  striking.  In  a 
society  in  which  the  bourgeois  ideal  of  the  professional  as  an 
Individual  concerned  supremely  about  his  own  economic  and 
professional  advancement  has  had  such  a great  appeal  and 
been  so  widely  accepted,  the  current  mood  is  almost  incompre- 
hensible. An  increasing  number  of  these  young  people  find  it 
impossible  to  ignore  the  sufferings  of  the  masses  and  the  in- 
injustlce  in  their  society.  The  traditional  humanism  of  the 
Iberian  soul  now  expresses  itself  in  a concern  for  humaniza- 
tion, which  has  captured  the  imagination  of  the  younger  gen- 
eration. With  this  is  coupled  the  conviction  that  life  and  work 
can  have  meaning  only  as  they  are  related  to  the  struggle  of 
the  masses.  As  Oscar  Niemeyer,  the  architect  of  Brasilia,  put 
it,  “The  people  of  Brazil  are  in  a bad  way.  . . . The  principal 
work  for  any  Brazilian  is  to  be  beside  these  people.”  Many 
students  from  the  less  privileged  classes  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  have  no  right  to  get  ahead  except  as  they 
Identify  their  personal  destiny  with  that  of  their  family  and 
class.  In  practical  terms,  this  leads  to  an  Indentlfication  — 
both  in  cultural  development  and  in  political  action  — of  stu- 
dents and  Intellectuals  with  peasants  and  industrial  workers 
which  could  well  become  one  of  the  most  potent  and  creative 
forces  in  the  future  development  of  Latin  America.  This  has 
occurred  in  the  past  in  a few  Isolated  instances  such  as  the 
Apra  movement  in  its  early  years;  today  there  exists  the  pos- 
sibility that  it  become  a reality  in  many  parts  of  the  continent. 


-6- 


This  commitment  has  its  dangers.  Such  enthusiasm  can 
easily  be  carried  to  extremes,  especially  as  those  inclined 
toward  revolution  have  lost  confidence  in  the  groups  in  society 
that  might  help  them  preserve  a more  balanced  attitude.  These 
movements  may  be  captured  by  an  alien  ideology  or  an  outside 
power.  They  may  get  so  far  out  of  touch  with  reality  that  they 
will  be  unable  to  deal  with  the  complexities  of  the  problems 
they  propose  to  solve.  The  forces  seeking  to  preserve  the 
present  structures  may  shatter  this  Idealism  and  break  its 
power.  But  at  this  moment  the  new  revolutionary  mood  repre- 
sents a force  pregnant  with  great  possibilities  both  of  build- 
ing a new  society  and  of  causing  conflict  and  further  disin- 
tegration. 

Christian  Involvement  in  Revolution 

In  Brazil  at  least,  many  Catholics  and  Protestants  have 
been  conscious  of  a certain  alienation  from  the  people  and 
from  national  life.  After  an  early  period  in  which  Catholicism 
was  almost  a folk  religion,  the  hierarchy  was  able  to  control 
and  discipline  the  church,  and  in  the  process  isolate  it  from 
the  main  currents  of  national  life.  When  Protestantism  arrived 
a hundred  years  ago,  its  message  and  work  were  amazingly 
relevant  to  the  situation  at  that  time.  Gradually  however,  it 
has  developed  the  forms  and  attitudes  of  a minority  group, 
at  the  margin  of  the  human  struggle  as  it  is  taking  place  in 
Brazil.  Now,  Protestants  and  Catholics  have  suddenly  dis- 
covered that,  as  they  participate  in  the  revolutionary  struggle, 
they  are  in  the  main  current  of  national  life,  in  close  re- 
lationship to  people  at  the  point  of  their  deepest  concerns. 

The  relevance  of  the  Gospel  and  the  opportunity  to  witness  to 
it  are  now  given  facts,  not  the  object  of  painful  search.  Thus, 
participation  in  the  new  movements  has  brought  to  many 
Christians  both  a consciousness  of  their  former  alienation  as 
well  as  an  exciting  opportunity  for  Christian  witness  and  serv- 
ice. Among  Roman  Catholics,  this  expresses  Itself  in  lay  move- 
ments of  Catholic  Action  which  in  many  places  have  taken  a 
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strong  leftist  position  and  are  deeply  involved  in  the  struggle 
alongside  of  other  groups  with  the  same  objective.  The  Pro- 
testant participation  has  not  been  so  clearly  structured.  But  it 
is  evident  that  an  increasing  number  of  pastors  and  laymen,  of 
peasants,  Industrial  workers  and  students,  from  the  Pente- 
costal s to  the  Presbyterians,  have  made  this  discovery  of 
which  we  have  spoken,  are  raising  the  issue  in  the  local 
church  as  well  as  in  youth  conferences  and  pastors’  institutes, 
and  are  becoming  involved,  in  one  way  or  another,  in  revolu- 
tionary movements.  A small  group  of  university  students  from 
several  Protestant  denominations  stated  what  this  meant  for 
them  in  a declaration  which  they  prepared  during  Holy  Week  of 
1962: 


We  recognize  that,  until  very  recently,  we  were 
only  observers  of  other  groups  which,  conscious  of 
their  responsibility,  were  entering  the  revolutionary 
struggle  that  is  becoming  intense  in  the  Northeast. 

Now,  however,  in  the  face  of  this  revolutionary 
process  and  its  vital  importance  for  the  affirmation 
of  the  historic  self-realization  of  the  Brazilian 
people,  and  in  the  face  of  the  immediate  need  for 
reforms  in  the  structures  of  a society  which  re- 
veals the  terrible  symptoms  and  blights  of  the 
Northeast  — hunger,  sickness,  death  — we,  as 
Christians  placed  by  God  in  this  part  of  Brazil, . , . 
recognize  that  we  must  choose  between  two  paths: 
either  participate  actively  in  the  revolutionary 
process  and  thus  be  on  the  side  of  "Brazilian 
man"  especially  the  man  of  the  Northeast,  or  by 
our  omission,  by  our  individualism  and  opportun- 
ism, betray  the  revolution  and  the  fatherland,  put 
ourselves  on  the  side  of  the  dominant  and  op- 
pressing groups,  strengthen  the  status  guo  and 
thus  be  responsible  for  hunger  and  death.  We  de- 
cide for  the  first  path  because  we  are  Christians. 
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Our  choice  is  definitive  and  involves  our  total 
life  . . . Our  decision  is  not  based  on  ideological 
principles  or  slogans,  but  on  facts  and  on  human 
problems  which  constitute  the  concern  of  God 
Himself  — Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit  — whom  we 
see  as  the  Lord  of  the  world,  and  on  the  encounter 
with  these  problems  and  realities  which  ore  re- 
vealed to  us  in  deep  and  serious  Bible  study. 

The  seriousness  of  concern  which  this  statement  reflects, 
as  well  as  the  excitement  of  many  Catholics  and  Protestants, 
are  not  only  the  result  of  their  natural  enthusiasm  for  the  revo- 
lution but  also  of  their  discovery  of  the  meaning  and  relevance 
of  Christian  faith  in  this  situation.  They  find  that  the  questions 
raised  in  the  heart  of  this  struggle  are  those  raised  by  the 
coming  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  world,  and  that  their  total  parti- 
cipation in  it  is  a dialogue  with  others  about  the  Gospel.  They 
have  been  surprised  to  discover  opportunities  for  encounter 
with  Marxists  and  the  intensity  of  the  discussion  which  goes 
on  constantly  with  them.  They  have  also  found  many  people 
who,  having  concluded  that  they  must  participate  in  the  revolu- 
tion, are  disoriented.  They  do  not  want  to  accept  Marxism  but 
know  of  no  alternative.  Many  of  them  are  not  only  open  to 
Christian  faith  but  anxious  to  hear  a word  from  it.  This  is  the 
type  of  opportunity  for  Christian  witness  which  occurs  only 
rarely.  Those  who  find  themselves  in  the  midst  of  it  can  only 
accept  it  with  gratitude  and  hope  that  they  can  find  the  re- 
sources to  meet  it. 

Little  Hope  of  Painless  Transition 

Latin  America  is  on  the  threshold  of  a new  era.  The  new 
mood  we  have  described  could  be  an  important  instrument  for 
bringing  in  this  new  era  by  providing  the  power  for  changes 
long  overdue  and  the  dynamic  for  national  development.  Most 
Latin  Americans,  however,  seem  to  have  little  hope  for  a 
gradual  and  painless  transition  to  such  a new  order.  It  is  more 
likely  that  troubled  times  lie  ahead.  In  some  countries,  one 
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gets  the  impression  that  the  nation  is  rushing  toward  catastro- 
phic events.  One  of  the  principal  causes  of  this  is  the  resis- 
tance of  the  old  structures  to  change  and  the  failure  of  the 
present  leadership  in  government  and  society  to  meet  this 
challenge.  Men  and  groups  in  power  seem  to  be  unable  to 
comprehend  how  critical  the  situation  has  become,  or  to 
respond  to  it  creatively.  When  they  do  act,  they  often  do  too 
little  and  too  late.  The  steps  that  are  taken  appear  as  pallia- 
tives, in  a dynamic  situation  which  has  already  evolved  beyond 
the  point  where  such  action  could  provide  a solution.  This 
failure  is  most  acute  in  the  political  sphere.  Parties  based 
upon  ideologies  Imported  from  Europe  or  North  America  many 
decades  ago  are  unable  to  deal  intellectually  with  contem- 
porary problems  or  propose  adequate  solutions  to  them.  As 
mciny  of  these  parties,  even  with  a very  liberal  ideology,  are 
controlled  by  those  forces  anxious  to  preserve  the  status  quo 
or  by  politicians  interested  mainly  in  their  own  gain  and  ad- 
vancement, they  are  hardly  equipped  to  deal  with  a revolu- 
tionary mood.  The  feeling  is  widespread  that  North  American 
political  and  economic  interests  will  continue  to  work  for  the 
preservation  of  the  status  quo  and  that  the  United  States  is  not 
likely  to  realize  how  cerlous  the  anti-American  reaction  is  nor 
make  the  type  of  changes  in  attitude  and  policy  which  might 
counteract  it.  Moreover  the  impatience  of  the  masses  and  of 
the  younger  generation  has  now  become  acute,  along  with  their 
growing  awareness  of  the  Injustices  around  them.  This  is 
heightened,  among  the  masses,  by  an  almost  complete  lack  of 
confidence  in  their  society  and  in  those  who  control  it;  among 
the  youth,  by  their  loss  of  faith  in  the  older  generation  which 
they  feel  has  failed  to  pass  on  to  them  either  a decent  world  or 
a pattern  of  meaningful  and  responsible  human  existence.  As  a 
result  of  all  this,  the  lines  between  Right  and  Left  are  becom- 
ing more  tightly  drawn,  the  positions  of  both  groups  are  more 
inflexible,  and  there  is  very  little  communication  between 
them.  There  are  some  outstanding  groups  and  individuals 
which  are  attempting  to  play  a mediating  role  and  find  a mid- 
dle way;  it  is  doubtful  if  they  will  easily  succeed. 
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The  conclusion  to  which  we  are  led  by  all  this  that  we 
can  no  longer  feel  confident  that  the  liberal  democratic  forces 
of  the  Center  will  maintain  control  or  provide  adequate  solu- 
tions. The  unexpected  may  happen.  In  some  countries,  change 
may  come  rapidly  but  without  undue  violence,  and  political 
and  economic  structures  may  evolve  to  meet  the  new  situation 
before  a complete  breakdown  occurs.  Such  structures  may  be 
quite  different  from  those  which  now  exist;  they  may  be  much 
more  anti-American  in  their  orientation  than  we  would  desire; 
but  if  they  should  succeed  in  making  possible  the  type  of 
transition  now  demanded,  they  would  offer  the  most  promising 
opportunity  for  national  development  and  for  a re-definition  of 
relationships  between  North  and  South  America. 

Where  such  efforts  do  not  succeed,  that  is,  where  a com- 
plete breakdown  occurs  or  where  changes  of  structure  come 
through  violence  or  the  radical  polarization  of  forces,  then  the 
situation  will  be  more  acute.  Extreme  solutions  may  be  put 
into  practice;  radical  changes  in  society  will  demand  a high 
degree  of  social  engineering.  The  development  of  a complete- 
ly different  order  based  upon  agrarian  reform,  the  socialization 
of  economic  life,  and  the  reorganization  of  society  will  present 
herculean  tasks  for  which  no  one  is  prepared.  Out  of  such 
struggle  a pathway  to  a more  just  society  and  to  national  de- 
velopment may  eventually  be  found;  it  will  almost  certainly 
lead  through  a period  of  great  suffering,  of  economic  and  polit- 
ical crisis,  and  of  the  temporary  eclipse  of  individual  freedom. 

The  Role  of  Marxism 

There  is  a second  reason  for  disquiet  among  many  people 
who  are  aware  of  what  is  happening.  It  is  the  role  which 
Marxism  has  come  to  play  and  will  probably  continue  to  play 
in  the  revolution.  At  the  very  moment  when  it  would  seem  that 
a post-Marxian  mood  is  growing  in  many  parts  of  Asia  and 
Africa,  the  Marxist  influence  is  spreading  rapidly  in  Latin 
America;  in  fact,  there  is  no  other  single  ideology  which  can 
compare  with  it  in  appeal  or  power. 
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The  reason  for  this  is  not  hard  to  find.  In  the  midst  of  a 
struggle  to  change  the  structures  of  society,  in  which  many 
other  forces  reveal  their  impotence,  Marxism  simply  offers  an 
analysis  of  the  situation  and  a solution  which  seems  to  make 
sense.  Often  the  older  political  parties  stumble  along  with  no 
adequate  analysis  of  the  present  crisis  or  any  cogent  pro- 
posals for  dealing  with  it.  We  North  Americans  talk  of  freedom 
where  that  word  connotes  the  freedom  of  a privileged  few  to 
exploit  the  masses;  we  speak  of  democracy  where  democracy 
suggests  the  continuation  of  the  Intolerable  status  quo.  We 
urge  reforms  but  with  apparently  little  recognition  of  how  they 
can  come  about.  Marxism  preserves  the  rigid  rationalism  of 
the  old  liberalism  but  combines  with  it  awareness  of  the  deep 
contradictions  in  the  present  order.  It  provides  a realistic  ex- 
planation of  why  the  present  suffering  and  Injustice  exists.  It 
uncovers  the  hidden  relationship  between  class  interest  and 
political  and  social  power.  At  the  same  time  it  promises  a 
utopian  solution  for  the  problems  which  concern  everyone. 
Marxism  Insists  that  it  offers  a way  by  which  the  Injustices 
of  the  present  order  can  be  overcome  in  a new  society  which 
will  open  up  new  and  unimagined  possibilities  of  national  de- 
velopment. This  utopian  answer  is  coupled  with  a realistic 
understanding  of  what  is  involved  in  changing  society,  that  is, 
of  the  way  in  which  ideals  become  reality  through  the  use  of 
power. 

All  this  means  that  Marxism  appears  as  the  ideology  of 
structural  change  and  national  development  in  the  midst  of  the 
present  confusion  and  disorientation.  Some  of  its  adherents 
may  be  enthusiastic  for  the  all-embracing  world  view  of  dia- 
lectical materialism;  this  number  is,  at  present  I believe, 
rather  restricted.  Latin  Americans  are  not  by  nature  interested 
in  philosophical  systems  and  the  mood  of  thorough-going 
secularism  among  intellectuals  does  not  respond  to  meta- 
physics. Some  of  those  Influenced  by  Marxism  become  mem- 
bers of  the  Communist  party  and  thus  become  instruments,  in 
one  way  or  another,  of  international  Communism.  This  number 
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at  present  is  also  small.  Recent  developments  in  Cuba  have 
created  a new  sensitivity  to  the  danger  of  outside  domination 
from  another  quarter  than  the  accustomed  one;  moreover,  the 
Communist  Party  is,  in  some  countries  at  least,  alienated  from 
the  more  urgent  concerns  of  the  revolution.  What  is  of  much 
greater  importance  is  the  fact  that  certain  elements  in  the 
Marxist  philosophy  provide  a foundation  for  the  type  of  intel- 
lectual and  moral  development  which  can  inspire  and  orient  a 
revolution  such  as  that  which  is  taking  shape  in  Latin  America 
today. 

We  have  spoken  earlier  of  the  deep  humanistic  concern  of 
the  younger  generation.  Marxism  provides  content  and  direction 
to  this  concern  by  showing  how  man  can  become  human  only  in 
relation  to  society  and  work,  at  the  same  time  that  it  indicates 
to  the  students  and  youth  of  the  privileged  classes  that  they 
can  become  human  only  as  they  share  the  struggles  of  the 
masses.  Celso  Furtado,  who  has  distinguished  himself  in 
Brazil  by  the  intensity  of  his  efforts  to  find  a solution  to  the 
present  problem  which  will  be  more  adequate  than  that  offered 
by  Marxism,  nevertheless  has  this  to  say  about  it: 

If  we  go  to  the  essential  core  of  this  phiiosphy,  we 
find,  on  the  one  hand,  the  desire  to  liberate  man 
from  all  those  burdens  which  socially  enslave  him, 
permitting  him  to  affirm  himself  in  the  plenitude  of 
his  potentialities;  on  the  other  hand,  we  discover 
an  optimistic  attitude  as  regards  the  conscious 
auto-determination  of  human  communities.  It  is  a 
matter,  in  the  last  instance,  of  a superior  stage  of 
humanism,  since  it  puts  man  in  the  center  of  its 
concern  and  at  the  same  time  recognizes  that  the 
plenitude  of  human  development  can  be  reached 
only  through  the  rational  orientation  of  social  re- 
lations. ® 


6)  Reflexoes  Sobre  a Pre-revolucao  brasilelra 
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Marxist  Ideals  Likely  to  be  Important 

Closely  allied  to  this  is  the  hope  for  the  future  which  Marx- 
ism awakens.  At  a time  when  our  hopes  as  North  Americans 
focus  so  much  on  our  own  individual  well-being  in  terms  of 
career,  family  and  economic  advance,  Marxism  has  succeeded 
in  capturing  the  younger  generation  with  a hope  for  a new  man 
in  a new  world  society.  It  promises  that  this  hope  cannot  pos- 
sibly fail  because  it  is  grounded  in  the  structure  of  the  uni- 
verse; it  is  in  line  with  the  direction  in  which  history  is  mov- 
ing and  all  other  personal  goals  must  be  subordinated  to  this 
higher  objective.  In  these  terms  it  has  succeeded  in  challeng- 
ing many  of  the  best  of  the  younger  generation  to  an  intensity 
of  commitment  which  is  otherwise  rare  in  our  present  culture 
and  which  offers  many  a satisfying  emotional  and  spiritual  ex- 
perience that  become  a substitute  for  religion.  Now  this  does 
not  mean  that  a Communist  victory  is  inevitable  or  Imminent  in 
Latin  America.  It  does  mean  that,  whether  we  may  like  it  or 
not,  Marxist  ideals  and  perspectives  are  likely  to  play  an  im- 
portant role  in  the  period  immediately  ahead.  Many  of  those 
who  are  most  involved  in  the  present  struggle  will  consciously 
or  unconsciously  think  and  act  in  terms  determined  to  some 
degree  by  the  Marxist  vocabulary,  social  analysis  and  program 
of  action.  But  as  long  as  the  present  configuration  of  forces 
continues,  Marxism  may  act  as  a powerful  stimulus  and  cata- 
lyst to  the  degree  that  it  is  part  of  a situation  which  it  cannot 
dominate  or  control.  It  now  represents  one  current  alongside 
others,  stemming  from  Roman  Catholicism,  Protestantism,  and 
a variety  of  progressive  political  movements.  Marxism  itself 
is  split  into  many  varieties,  all  of  which  are  attempting  to  pro- 
vide the  correct  interpretation  of  reality,  and  are  thus  under- 
going revision  in  the  process.  As  long  as  the  emphasis  is  so 
strongly  on  national  development  in  accordance  with  the 
realities  of  the  concrete  situation,  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  conclude  a priori  that  either  international  Communism 
or  a national  Communist  Party  must  inevitably  control  this 
revolutionary  explosion.  In  fact,  the  possibility  exists  that 
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these  movements  evolve  in  the  direction  of  a national  revolu- 
tion which  would  move  away  from  not  only  international  Com- 
munism but  dogmatic  Marxism  as  well.  This  would  depend  of 
course  upon  the  presence  and  the  vitality  of  non-Marxist 
forces  in  the  revolutionary  process.  What  is  Inescapable  is 
the  fact  that  the  whole  development  we  have  tried  to  analyze 
confronts  us  — whether  we  live  in  Latin  America  or  in  the 
United  States  — with  a new  situation  which  demands  re- 
thinking and  redefinition  of  responsibility. 

Our  tendency  in  recent  years  has  been  to  see  three  major 
forces  at  work  in  Latin  America:  the  conservative  landlords 
and  their  counterparts  in  the  Industrial  centers,  the  liberal 
democratic  forces  of  the  Center,  and  the  radical  Left  serving 
as  a tool  of  International  Communism.  Anyone  concerned  about 
working  toward  a solution  of  Latin  American  problems  should 
then  see  the  hope  for  the  future  with  the  forces  of  the  Center 
and  work  with  them.  ^ One  of  the  most  vigorous  statements  of 
this  position  is  found  in  the  recent  book  of  Adolf  Berle,  Latin 
America  — Diplomacy  and  Reality.  ® 

The  First  Error 

Our  thesis  here  is  that  this  analysis  is  simply  no  longer  in 
accord  with  the  facts  and  can  only  lead  to  Irresponsible  action. 
It  fails  at  two  points.  First,  it  overrates  the  forces  of  the 
Center  and  confides  a task  to  them  which  they  are  increasing- 
ly unable  to  perform.  Professor  Berle  can  write  of  these 
parties  that,  although  reasonably  conservative  according  to 
USA  standards,  they  represent  “the  real  hope  of  effecting 
Latin  American  evolution  without  undergoing  the  ghastly  ex- 
perience of  a generation  of  bloodshed,  terror,  civil  war,  ex- 
haustion and  eventual  reconstruction.”  ® 

7)  For  my  own  defense  of  this  position,  see 

Encounter  with  Revolution,  New  York,  1954. 

8)  Harper  and  Row,  1962. 

9)  Ibid.,  p.  38. 
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It  would  be  more  correct  to  say  that  the  failure  of  these 
parties  is  preparing  the  way  for  precisely  the  disasters  which 
Professor  Berle  fears.  Mr.  Moscoso,  Coordinator  of  the  Al- 
liance for  Progress,  was  much  closer  to  the  truth  when  he  de- 
clared recently  that  the  major  problem  he  faced  was  the  lack 
of  a “positive  ideological  drive”  for  reform.  His  only  mis- 
take was  to  apply  this  to  Latin  Americans  in  general,  when  its 
primary  manifestation  is  among  those  groups  in  which  Mr.  Berle 
and  others  put  their  trust.  In  some  countries  we  can  still  hope 
that  these  political  movements  will  remain  in  power  and  bring 
about  reforms.  If  they  do  so,  it  will  be  due  more  to  the  pres- 
sure of  the  forces  of  the  Left  and  to  the  impact  of  their  “posi- 
tive Ideological  drive”  rather  than  to  the  inner  vitality  of  the 
forces  of  the  Center  themselves. 

The  Second  Error 

The  second  error  is  to  conclude  that  the  Left  is  a small 
group  of  paid  agents  of  Moscow  and  their  supporters  or  dupes, 
all  primarily  intent  on  subversion.  There  are  undoubtedly  a 
good  number  of  such  people  around  and  Moscow  is  certainly 
making  the  best  possible  use  of  them.  But  to  characterize  the 
new  Left  in  this  way  is  a gross  misrepresentation.  It  is  now  a 
spontaneous  and  dynamic  movement  of  workers,  peasants,  stu- 
dents and  others  who  have  been  caught  in  the  struggle  for 
national  development  and  for  greater  justice  in  Latin  American 
society.  Many  of  them  have  been  influenced  by  Marxist  ideo- 
logy; most  of  them  however,  are  not  Communists  nor  are  they 
interested  in  becoming  tools  of  Communism’s  international  ob- 
jectives. To  the  degree  that  we  are  victims  of  this  analysis 
we  tend  to  trust  in  forces  which  constantly  fail  us,  and  will 
likely  become  more  and  more  frustrated  and  disillusioned  as 
the  situation  progresses.  What  is  worse,  we  render  the  greatest 
possible  service  to  Communism  by  pushing  toward  Communism 
those  whose  consciences  will  not  allow  them  to  remain  apart 
from  this  struggle.  They  often  find  themselves  misunderstood, 

10)  See  the  New  York  Times,  September  30,  1962,  p.  40. 
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isolated,  and  accused  of  being  Reds.  In  their  struggle  they  are 
deprived  of  encounter  with  the  ideas  and  people  which  might 
help  to  keep  their  minds  more  open  to  reality,  provide  them 
with  a more  balanced  analysis  and  program,  and  encourage 
their  efforts.  Thus,  by  such  a mistaken  understanding  we  com- 
mit ourselves  to  a program  of  action  which  is  most  likely  to 
push  the  social  revolution  closer  and  closer  to  Communism  and 
thus  make  more  likely  a Communist  victory  elsewhere  in  Latin 
America.  Or,  we  may  in  the  end  strengthen  the  forces  now  at- 
tempting to  preserve  the  status  quo  and  help  break  the  power 
of  those  working  for  change.  If  this  happens,  the  present  in- 
tolerable situation  will  continue,  bitterness  and  resentment 
will  remain  latent  and  deepen;  sooner  or  later  new  explosions 
will  come  which  could  well  be  more  radical  and  more  violent 
than  those  which  are  now  threatening. 

The  other  alternative  is  for  Christians  in  Latin  America  and 
in  the  United  States  to  be  willing  to  face  the  given  situation 
with  utter  realism,  to  trust  in  the  faith  which  we  profess  and  in 
the  freedom  which  it  offers  for  us  to  find  new  ways  in  the  midst 
of  God’s  judgment  and  mercy.  To  the  degree  that  this  happens, 
we  may  find  ourselves  involved  in  a search  for  patterns  of 
Christian  obedience  which  will  have  relevance  beyond  the  im- 
mediate problems  confronting  us  in  Latin  America. 

This  paper  is  not  intended  to  deal  with  the  theological  and 
ethical  questions  which  here  arise.  That  must  be  the  object  of 
another  study.  But  a word  can  be  said  about  the  Immediate 
practical  consequences  of  such  a perspective  for  various 
groups  concerned  with  this  question. 

The  Dilemmas  of  the  Latin  American 
Christian  Community 

For  Christians  in  Latin  America  - both  Catholic  and  Pro- 
testant — this  implies  much  searching,  tension  and  agony.  For 
those  who  have  seen  what  is  happening  around  them  and  where 
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their  Christian  responsibility  leads  them,  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  they  should  be  Involved  has  been  settled.  Their 
problem  is  rather  whether  they  will  find  in  their  faith  the  re- 
sources necessary  to  make  them  witnesses  of  Christ  or  simply 
conform  to  the  Ideals  and  patterns  of  the  movement.  This 
dilemma  of  the  Christian  revolutionary  is  often  heightened  by 
a conviction  about  the  Irrelevance  of  his  church  and  its  failure 
to  provide  him  with  what  he  needs  for  this  encounter.  At  the 
same  time,  most  of  these  people,  be  they  still  related  to  the 
institutional  church  program  or  not,  feel  strongly  the  need  for 
such  orientation  and  support  and  are  open  to  it.  It  is  to  this 
task  that  the  Student  Christian  Movement  in  Brazil  and  else- 
where has  felt  called  to  give  of  its  effort.  There  now  exists  a 
Latin  American  Commission  on  Church  and  Society  which  is 
composed  of  a unique  group  of  ministers  and  laymen  and  works 
through  national  commissions  which  have  been  active  for  some 
years  and  are  engaged  in  a process  of  study  and  orientation  of 
the  Protestant  Community.  In  many  places  on  the  local  level, 
groups  are  meeting  together  for  such  study  and  action. 

The  problem  posed  is  even  more  difficult  for  the  leadership 
of  the  churches.  At  a time  when  the  older  generation  discovers 
that  it  does  not  have  the  confidence  of  the  younger  and  that 
the  traditional  patterns  of  authority  are  breaking  down,  it  is 
not  easy  for  those  in  positions  of  leadership  to  look  at  the 
matter  impartially.  The  problem  is  further  complicated  as  the 
rapidity  of  change  makes  much  of  our  thought  as  well  as  our 
programs  and  patterns  of  action  irrelevant.  The  easiest  way 
out  is  to  react  against  all  that  threatens  us,  and  thus  oblige 
the  church  to  fight  the  wrong  battles  at  the  wrong  place  pre- 
cisely at  a moment  when  its  witness  is  so  urgently  needed 
elsewhere. 

Dilemmas  of  the  Mission  Boards 

As  this  is  a meeting  of  mission  board  executives,  I cannot 
resist  the  temptation  to  say  that  the  dilemmas  which  you  face 
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in  the  light  of  these  developments  are  even  more  acute.  You 
dare  not  Ignore  the  growing  nationalism  with  the  intense  anti- 
American  feeling  which  accompanies  it.  If  you  are  interested  in 
the  American  church  finding  the  way  to  make  any  contribution 
in  this  crisis,  then  you  must  seriously  concern  yourselves  with 
the  question  of  how  a progressive  policy  of  disengagement  can 
be  carried  out.  By  this  I mean  that  the  sooner  mission  organi- 
zations, programs  and  Institutions  disappear,  the  better.  The 
day  when  large  numbers  of  North  Americans  should  be  concen- 
trated at  any  one  place  or  on  any  specific  task  is  past.  The 
evangelization  of  Latin  American  will  depend  more  and  more 
upon  the  nuclei  of  Christians  there,  not  on  North  American 
evcingelists.  It  is  therefore  much  more  important  to  have  a 
small  number  of  people  who  are  prepared  to  share  sympathet- 
ically in  the  struggle  of  the  church  in  this  revolution  than  it 
Is  to  have  large  numbers  who  are  engaged  in  many  good  works 
which  may  very  soon  depend  for  their  continuance  on  their  in- 
tegration into  the  life  and  patterns  of  the  church  where  they 
are.  It  would  be  the  part  of  wisdom  on  the  part  of  mission 
boards  to  attempt  to  find  a few  well-prepared  people  In  Europe 
who  would  be  Interested  in  sharing  in  this  work  and  give  pref- 
erence to  them  over  North  Americans  In  those  positions  of 
most  significant  encounter  with  Latin  Americans  at  this  time. 

This  revolutionary  situation  demands,  I believe,  a new  and 
unusual  type  of  missionary.  As  the  present  trend  develops, 
many  of  those  who  are  now  there  will  find  themselves  more  and 
more  insecure  and  frustrated  as  they  are  confronted  with  situa- 
tions which  they  can  neither  understand  nor  relate  to  their 
Christian  faith.  The  need  at  this  moment  is  for  people  who  are 
free  to  live  In  a situation  of  almost  total  insecurity,  in  which 
everything  is  in  a state  of  flux;  people  who  are  able  to  under- 
stand why  they  are  disliked  as  North  Americans  and  live  by 
the  forgiveness  of  their  sins  in  such  an  atmosphere.  The  pres- 
ent moment  demands  men  and  women  who  are  able  to  under- 
stand the  revolution  sympathetically,  and  to  deal  imaginative- 
ly, in  terms  of  Christian  faith,  with  the  issues  and  dilemmas 
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which  people  face  in  it.  For  those  who  do  not  have  these 
qualifications,  it  is  simply  better  for  all  concerned  that  they 
not  go  there.  If  you  have  people  that  meet  these  requirements, 
you  must  provide  them  with  the  freedom  simply  to  share  the 
life  and  concerns  of  the  people  and  the  church  to  which  they 
go,  and  in  this  relationship  discover  how  their  efforts  can  be 
used  in  a meaningful  way.  Through  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
they  may  discover  how  their  participation  may  be  of  service  at 
this  time;  they  will  almost  certainly  learn  much  more  than  they 
contribute. 

U.  S.  Policy  in  Latin  America 

Relations  between  the  United  States  and  Latin  America  will 
pass  through  a long  period  of  tension  and  strain.  The  explo- 
sive situation  there  coupled  with  the  participation  of  Cuba  in 
the  Soviet  block  have  made  us  especially  sensitive  to  the 
threat  which  developments  to  the  South  may  constitute  for  our 
national  security  and  the  balance  of  power  in  the  cold  war. 

The  revolutionary  mood  as  we  have  described  it  in  this  paper 
has  led  many  in  Latin  America  to  look  at  the  same  problem 
from  a very  different  perspective.  They  are  more  disturbed  by 
the  threat  which  we  represent  than  they  are  about  a threat  from 
another  quarter.  It  is  not  easy  for  those  who  sense  the  urgency 
of  the  issues  of  the  cold  war  to  deal  with  present  developments 
in  Latin  America.  In  fact,  the  experience  can  be  so  frustrating 
that  we  may,  in  desperation,  take  steps  toward  strengthening 
our  position  in  the  face  of  International  Communism  which 
will,  in  the  end,  have  quite  the  opposite  effect  and  alienate  us 
still  further  from  our  neighbors  to  the  South.  Creative  diplo- 
macy is  not  easy  in  these  circumstances;  it  is  also  not  impos- 
sible. What  it  involves  in  concrete  terms  can  be  defined  only 
by  those  who  have  much  greater  knowledge  of  these  matters 
than  the  writer.  But  we  are  convinced  that  there  are  certain 
elements  which  must  become  an  Integral  part  of  our  thought 
and  attitude  if  we  are  to  deal  imaginatively  with  this  problem. 
These  elements  can  only  be  mentioned  here: 
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We  must  be  much  more  sensitive  to  the  prevailing  attitude 
toward  us  in  Latin  America  and  what  it  demands  of  our  policy. 
Only  to  the  degree  that  we  are  free  to  recognize  our  respons- 
ibility for  the  growth  of  this  anti-American  feeling  can  we  re- 
spond creatively  to  its  challenge.  If  our  relationships  with 
Latin  America  are  to  be  strengthened  in  the  future,  we  must  be 
much  more  sensitive  to  their  feelings  and  much  more  careful 
in  our  use  of  our  political  and  economic  power.  If  a new  rela- 
tionship is  to  develop,  old  attitudes  and  patterns  must  go.  As 
these  were  too  favorable  to  us,  their  passing  must  affect  us 
adversely.  The  sooner  we  are  able  to  recognize  and  accept 
this  changed  situation  the  sooner  will  we  be  able  to  see  signs 
of  hope  for  the  future. 

It  is  imperative  that  we  discover  how  to  be  more  sympa- 
thetic to  radical  social  change  in  Latin  America  and  put  our- 
selves firmly  on  the  side  of  such  change.  We  have  made  this 
profession;  it  is  not  at  all  evident  that  we  recognize  what  it 
involves.  Such  change  can  come  only  with  the  rise  of  new 
political  forces  which  may  well  be  anti-American,  influenced 
by  Marxism,  and  as  little  to  our  liking  as  any  “barbarians” 
who  arise  to  challenge  the  injustices  of  an  established  order. 

We  must  be  much  more  careful  in  our  understanding  of  the 
relationship  between  Marxism  and  International  Communism  in 
the  revolutionary  struggle  in  Latin  America  today.  Important 
as  it  is  to  be  aware  of  the  threat  of  Communism,  it  is  just  as 
dangerous  to  exaggerate  as  to  minimize  it.  In  fact,  it  may  be 
that  the  possibility  which  we  have  in  the  long  run  of  doing  any- 
thing significant  to  avoid  Communist  domination  in  Latin 
America  lies  in  our  sensitivity  to  the  difference  between  the 
appeal  and  power  of  Marxism  as  Ideology  of  revolution  and  the 
threat  of  International  Communism,  and  our  consequent  ability 
to  shape  a policy  which  will  take  this  distinction  into  account. 
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This  paper  and  those  from  previous  study  conferences  still 
in  print  are  available  at  twenty-five  cents  per  copy  from: 


The  Committee  on  Cooperation 
in  Latin  America 
Division  of  Foreign  Missions 
National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  U.S.A. 

475  Riverside  Drive  New  York  27,  N.  Y. 
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